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5th, the naval squadron bombarded the works of Martaban.
The troops, consisting of a wing each of the 18th and 80th Foot
and the 26th Native Infantry, were then landed, and after a sharp
but ineffectual resistance on the part of the Burmese,, carried the
place by storm, with the trifling loss of eight men wounded. Leav-
ing the 26th Madras Native Infantry to hold Martaban, General
Godwin with the rest of the troops returned to the mouth of the
Irrawaddy on the 8th April. The Madras troops having now
arrived, the expedition proceeded up the river on the 10th.

On the llth the squadron arrived off Kangoon, and being
fired on by the Burmese, replied with broadsides, completely
silencing the enemy's batteries on the river, and blowing up and
destroying most of his stockades. At the same time, under cover
of the guns of the fleet, a detachment of the Eoyal Irish and some
marines was landed at Dalla, opposite Kangoon, and captured and
destroyed the stockades on that side.

Everything was now ready for the landing of the troops and
this began at 4 A.M. on the 12th April. By 7 A.M. the 51st
King's Own Light Infantry, the Eoyal Irish, the 40th Bengal
Native Infantry, and some of the artillery were disembarked and
marched at once against the enemy's position at the Shwe
Dagon Pagoda. They had not proceeded far when, on reaching
some rising ground, heavy guns opened on them, and to the surprise
of all who had taken part in the first war, strong parties of skir-
mishers attacked the flanks of the column. This was the first
occasion that the Burmese had been known to leave their stockades
and take the offensive, and it was evident that they had made
a considerable advance in the art of war since their first campaign
against the British. The skirmishers were driven off, and the
advance being resumed, the enemy were found strongly posted in

Action at White House a work known as the White House stock-
stockade.              ade, which it was found necessary to

capture before a further progress could be made. A battery of four
guns was at once opened on the position, under cover of which the
place was carried by storm by four companies of the 51st and a
detachment of the Madras Sappers, though not without considerable
loss. It was now 11 o'clock, the heat of the sun was terrific and the
troops, who had been under arms since 4 A.M., were so exhausted that